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Walk Down West Baltimore Street features historical research and
fieldwork on the 1000 to the 1500 blocks of West Baltimore Street.
The final products include a public history zine and video recorded
interviews debuting on Saturday, May 18 at the Lion Brothers
Building. The project s a collaboration between two UMBC courses
during spring 2019.

American Studies 422: Preserving Places, Making Spaces in
Baltimore is an applied research course that addresses the importance
of place to the diverse history and culture of Baltimore by developing
innovative preservation and public humanities projects. We worked
with Media & Communication Studies 484: Production Fellows, who
recorded our interviews as part of the cultural documentation project.




AMST 422: (Prof. Nicole King) DeAndre Bright, (teaching assistant)
Dawn Baskins (SOWK), Olivia Grimes (INDS), Zack Herd (AMST),
Shadia Musa (AMST)

MCS 484: (Prof. Bill Shewbridge) Tony Cano, Adam Czarnecki,
Daniel Eiskant, Christian Howe, Kenneth M’Balé

Baltimore Traces Fellows (alumni): Adam Droneburg (AMST) +
Markele Cullins (VARTS, graphic designer for the zine)

Baltimore Traces és a project-based interdisciplinary teaching
inttiative, bringing faculty, students, and community members together
to create media and public programming on Baltimore's changing
neighborhoods.

For more see:

https://baltimoretraces.umbc.edu

This project was funded by the Hrabowski Innovation Grant,
BreakingGround, and the CAHSS Grants for Pedagogy and Teaching

ELECTRIFTING IT4IK DESIGNS

“Specializing in Hair Care”

'329W. B




A Walk Down West
Baltimore Street: A
Celebration of a Street

You cannot separate the street from the people who built,
inhabited, rebuilt, and sometimes abandoned the place. All
places change. But the history of a street is really a collection of
stories or glimpses and pieces of people’s stories as they lived
out their lives.

A classified ad in the Baltimore Afro-American newspaper from
awoman in New York looking for her sister in Baltimore tells a
story:

‘DO YOU ENOW HER !

I desire to know the whereabouts of
my. sister Mary C, Léwis, last koown
she was working in the county, but the
letter was sent to 18526 West Baltimore
street. I will give $5.00 reward to any
reliable person that know her and will
gsend me 1right information as to ber
whereabeuts. No attention paid what-
ever to postal cards.

ROSA BELLE LEWIS,

Im-no9, Brewster, N. Y,

i

This ad first appeared in the newspaper on November 9,
1901. On December 28, 1901 the reward increased from
$5 to $10 and “Mary C. Lewis” was changed to “Mary Ellen
Lewis” the wording of the ad remained the same until it
disappeared after February of 1902.




We will never know if Rosa Belle Lewis ever found her sister Mary
or why she would pay no attention to postal cards in the search for
her. But we do have an inkling that Mary Lewis walked down West
Baltimore Street.

In this class, I teach my students how to search old newspapers, look
at Sanborn maps, find deeds, etc. all in trying to put together a story
of aplace. But the glimpses of people’s lives, especially the lives of
everyday, working-class, and poor people, rarely make it into the
historical record... unless there’s tragedy. Crime, loss, and death are
the main ways many ordinary people make it into the newspaper and
then, like Mary Lewis, they may disappear from the historical record.

We apologize for what we get wrong. We are not the experts. Those
who live and work in Southwest Baltimore are. The following pages
have some thoughts on the history of West Baltimore Street as told
to us by those we interviewed this semester. We’ve done our best to
honor the stories of a few of the people who walked this street.

Thanks for reading our zine and coming to our event. And a special
thanks to everyone who took the time to talk to us and share their
stories this semester. [t was a pleasure to walk this street with you

all. The research is ongoing. If you have a story to share please let me
know.

nkin :
(410) 455-1457 (work)
(202) 345-6250 (cell)
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The PAST of 1000 West Baltimore Street ...

On the corner at W. 1000 Baltimore Street was the “barrel house™ of
George G. S. Reus from 1898 until the 1960s. The Reus family were German
American and had been in the booze business since the 1870s. According to
a 1952 article in the Baltimore Sun by George G.S. Reus, Jr., a barrel house
“was a saloon to which customers came with bottles, jugs, pitchers and even
pans, and bought whisky and wine direct from big kegs that lined the walls.”
According to Reus “consumption of whisky per person was very high” at the
time... especially workers from the Mount Clare shops or the ice plant on

Schroeder street. The barrel house would open at 5 in the morning and was
filled all day.

The text and picture above are from the Department of Housing &
Community Development “Poppleton Historic Study” from July 1975.
Both homes from the early 19th century and the historic businesses like the
George Reus barrel bar that once lined the block have now been torn down.



We begin the walking tour headed west on Baltimore Street and stop at
the 1000 block...

On the southern (left) side of the street the odd number buildings have all
been torn down (excluding a solitary arc structure that remains)... even
though the 1975 study recommended saving and restoring the buildings as
historieally important.

On the northern (right) side of the street (even numbers) a public housing
complex, Hollins Homes, was builtin 1983
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Present

Hollins House: How will Privatization of Public Housing Affect Residents of
Southwest?

Despite the 1975 Poppleton Study and its recommendation to save the
historic structure along the 1000 block of West Baltimore Street, nearly 70
percent of the block has been town down. The entire northern part of 1000
that borders the Franklin Square neighborhood was torn down to make way for
the Hollins House public housing complex that was completed and opened in
1983. Hollins House has 130 one-bedroom units and serves the city’s elderly
and disabled populations. Neighboring Poe Homes (800 W. Lexington St.) is
the oldest surviving public housing complex in Baltimore. Poe Homes opened
on the last day of 1940 after public housing was established in the city in
1937.



Hollins House marks the Community Preservation and Development
Corporation (CPDC)’s first project in the City of Baltimore, a partnership
with The Housing Authority of Baltimore City (HABC) to convert the
community’s 130 apartments from public housing into project-based
Section 8 rental units under HUD’s Rental Assistance Demonstration
(RAD) program. Longtime Baltimore Housing Commissioner Paul T.
Graziano led the privatization of almost 40 percent of Baltimore’s public
housing in 2014. In 2016-2016, there was a $11 million renovation to
Hollins House as part of that process. In 2018, it was reported by the
Baltimore Sun that under RAD and privatization tenants were evicted
improperly from Baltimore’s privatized public housing, including Hollins
House.

While the outside of Hollins House received an upgrade, the true test
of any housing redevelopment is how it serves local residents.

5
S
3
3 4“
m 3 ot
§ Bi‘) i o
1T
5 N il
o e == N Eq
B ;E (oar YRED o i 5 E;
3 i i ‘ el A
i ; g ! A2 W T
E';“ by A 3o B85
I = g HE
l‘° i 2 ,z:f;a'—jé"g
e 2 112
i o ]
bl
m

|, s
W PERINE A SONS GWOPE e w = ne
& Mins oF Srowe WARE, 5= v

seexs




The future of the 1(
Baltimore Street....

“We want change. We just
want it to be inclusive and we
want to be at the table,” Clarke
said. “Even though we think

it will do some good ... there

1s still resistance. There 1s still
suspicion as to what [change]
is all about.”

—Cecil Clarke, quoted in Natalie Sherman, “Common
cause: Southwest Partnership aims to unite diverse
neighborhoods to spur improvement, while fighting

fatigue of past failed efforts,” Baltimore Sun, April 5,
2015



)OO0 block of West

Cecil Clarke, a Gaithersburg-based real estate investor owns the
row of remaining properties on the 1000 block of West Baltimore
Street. According to a 2015 Baltimore Sun article on the founding
of the Southwest Partnership, Clarke stated that the Commercial
Property and Business Owners Association, which represents firms
on West Baltimore Street, should have a stake in any plan calling for
facade improvements, code enforcement, or targeted demolition.
Clarke also supported the Poppleton $58.6 million tax increment
(TIF) bond for the New York-based La Cite housing development,
telling a journalist, "The community is desperate for this project to
see a new birth." Clarke recently sold the Lord Baltimore Theater
(1110 W. Baltimore St.) to the Southwest Partnership, which plans
to turn the historic theater into a community cultural arts center as
part of the revival of West Baltimore Street.



i
i

i

In 2018, the dozen properties that Clarke owns on the 1000 block of
Street received facade improvement grants from the Baltimore Develoy
Corporation. A beauty salon and a pharmacy have already moved into tl
and Clarke has renovated apartments above taking the block back to its
where small independent businesses were located in storefronts along
residential space above.

Curtis Eaddy of the Southwest Partnership takes UMBC students on a
Baltimore Street...

he pauses in front of the
brightly painted
properties owned
by Cecil Clarfe on the 1000 block.
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Franklin Square Hospital, Northwest Corner Calhoun

and Fayette Streets, Baltimore, Md

The 1100 block is connected to the city’s long history in the medical
and performing arts.

The Maryland Medical College was founded in 1898 at 1114-1120
W. Baltimore Street, which was previously the Newton Academy. The
Maryland Medical College and National Temperance Hospital was founded
by “dissenting members of the faculty” who left the Baltimore University
School of Medicine. The Baltimore Sun reported, “The hospital will be run
on strictly temperance principles, and no alcoholic drinks will be given the
patients under any circumstances.” The College was crowded and planned
to move to a space attached to Franklin Square Hospital. However, by 1913
the American Medical Association gave the school a C rating for “colleges
requiring a complete reorganization to make them acceptable,” which led
to its closure.




— Whatwould you like to see in the New Lord Baltimore

The Lord Baltimore Theater opened on November 24, 1913.

It had an ornamental brick facade, a 45-foot-wide stage with footlights, and
a steeply sloped auditorium floor. When it opened, the Lord Baltimore was
the largest theater in Baltimore outside the downtown theater district. By
the 1930s, its owners added a neon marquee outfitted in the Calvert family
arms. While the theater was being remodeled in 1941, the marquee fell and
three persons narrowly escaped injury. The theater closed in mid-1970 and
by 1973 was converted into a church. The Southwest Partnership purchased
the building from Cecil Clarke to develop a community and arts space, much
in the style of the successful conversion of the historic Patterson Theater
into the Creative Alliance in East Baltimore.

Theater?







When I bought the Lord Baltimore about 12, 13 years
ago... | started to do some research on the history. It
started out as vaudeville and then it was converted into
a movie house. And at that time, it was all white to begin
with, and then it was integrated later. And then it became
the Black movie theater because those were the people
who were patronizing it. From an important historical
point of view, it’s one of the oldest movies houses in the
city. And from the point of view of the Black experience,
it has been a fundamental part of entertainment for the
Black community in years gone by. And so, this is why
at this point in time an effort has been launched with the
help of Southwest Partnership under the leadership of
Michael Seipp.

He has had the vision to realize that if we can bring back
the Lord Baltimore... as a entertainment, as a training
center, as a artist center, then it would help to stimulate,
i’s one of the largest buildings on West Baltimore Street.
The idea is, that if we can do this block, the 10-hundred

block, we do the 1100 block, the 1400 block and then
the 1500 block, they are actively working on that now.

--Cecil Clarke










The Mercantile Bank opened its doors at 1208 West
two years later in 1905 opened the new space at the cc
The new building at 1201 West Baltimore Street wa:
In 1933 during the years of the Great Depression,
Carrollton Bank of Baltimore. In a 1979 article in t
presidents attributed their success to being a part of 1
pride in its connection with its neighbors and commu
was bought by a corporate bank. Today the building
historic storefronts on W. Baltimore St.




Baltimore Streetin 1903. The bank grew and
rner of West Baltimore and Carrollton Street.
s made of white brick, granite, and limestone.

the bank was reorganized and renamed the
he Baltimore Sun, the past and current bank
he community as a local bank. The bank took
nities. The beloved local bank moved and then
is used for religious services like many of the




My dad would go to
Oriole’s. Hardware.
That was a place, a
hardware store. Been
there for forever. It
was really convenient
for my dad to go down
thereand getwhatever
he needed to help

renovate the house.

—Brooks Long






In 2017, I hosted my own performance, it was a
Baltimore Ceasefire event, it was at the corner of Car
open space there, public lot, and it was a very welco:
got some support from neighbors, but I think because
and, “Hey everybody, let’s do something different!”
So for me to come and gather an audience of over 50
so itwasn’t promoted. And just to see the response. B
are we doing this? Is this something that we're gonna

--Curtis Eaddy




hop-up performance, for the Ceasefire. The
cy and Baltimore Street. They had a big grand
ming experience. As a community member, |
1 pushed the envelope of this positive content
You know, a lot of people don’t like change.
people, alot of young people, it was a pop-up
usiness owners came out and they like, “Man,

be doing frequently?”




Littlepages Furniture Store: 1he L
100 year business

1317 West Balttmore Street

Well, what | would like youto r
in Baltimore on West Baltimore
and thrive for 126 years in the s
family. I think that’s an importar
of it. -- Sarah Littlepage




emember 1s that a business
> Street managed to survive
ume ownership, of the same
itstory to tell. We're proud
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Arthur Littlepage stands proudly ina district slated for a dramatic comeback,

The Littlepage family has been on West Baltimore Street for 126
years. The Littlepage’s furniture company was founded in 1893 on
North Gilmore and West Baltimore Street by William T. Littlepage
and his son. In the early 1900s, the company moved to Baltimore and
Calhoun Street. In 1934, Arthur Littepage, grandson of William T.
Littlepage, joined the family’s furniture business, eventually taking
over. Littlepage’s distinguished itself from other furniture stores in
the city by selling unique and inexpensive pieces made for narrow
Baltimore rowhomes. The store was known for its clothes trees and
hall seats. According to The Baltimore Sun, “the hall seats, which
became indispensable in Baltimore rowhouses with few closets,
offered homeowners a place to store rubber boots and overshoes, and
hooks for coats and hats.”



The company moved to 1317 West Baltimore Street in 1971. Arthur
Littlepage was known as an active member of his community, preferring to
interact with customers instead of sitting behind a desk. He ran the store
until his death in 1999. The store is now run by David and Sarah Littlepage,
Arthur’s children. Littlepage’s is currently open but plans to close in the
next year and the Southwest Partnership has bought the building.
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1320 West Baltimore Street

Gelato & Family Fun

It was alot of mixed use up and d
even the old gelato factory was n
going there, playing miniature g
city, you know? To have little spa
for families just to come.

--Curus Eaddy
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A large warehouse space sits on the corner of West Baltimore Street
and Calhoun Street. From the street, you can see big green gates. If
you look closely, you can see a faint image the Aromi D’[talia logo
next to the green door. The building was constructed in 1953, butin
the early 2000s, it would become home to a distribution center for
gelato. In 1998, the gelato company Aromi D’Italia was founded by
Armenian/Italian immigrant Boris Ghazarian. Ghazarian purchased
1320 West Baltimore Street for his distribution warehouse. After
Aromi D’ltalia closed its doors, the warehouse on 1320 West
Baltimore Streetbecame “The Works Family Fun Center,” aJeeper’s
like play house for kids. The center had arcade games, birthday party
rooms, bumper cars, mini bowling, and much more. The business
closed in 2015 and the warehouse has been vacant ever since.
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The 1400 Block...

“‘Baltimore was a piano town.”

In the late 1890s, Albert. G Schumacher, a Baltimore native of
German descent, operated an “artistic piano and organ tuner”
service. He tuned pianos (which cost $1), repaired all types of
pianos, and did piano inspections for potential buyers. He operated
out of several locations on West Baltimore Street. Then in 1911,
he opened a storefront at 1421 and 1423 W. Baltimore. He was
then able to sell pianos and organs in addition to his other services.
In more recent history, Sam Blackman, a Baltimore native, owned
and operated Blackman’s Piano Company on the 1400 block of
West Baltimore Street. The stored opened in 1967 and stayed in
operation for over 33 years. Blackman was known for offering pianos
at affordable prices, making piano purchases accessible to many
people. Ina 1998 Baltimore Sun interview, Blackman reminisced that
at one time there were five piano stores within a few blocks on West
Baltimore Street. Pianos were popular purchases after World War I1
until the 1980s when electronic keyboards became popular. Today
Tony King runs Tony’s Treasure Chestat 1429-31 W. Baltimore St.
where he advertises “Not Junk... The BEST Junk™ and there’s always
something interesting... maybe even a piano or keyboard.




“I think it needs to be like a
supermarket around here, fresh
fruits, vegetables and juice,
things that are healthy.” —Lisa
Gee, business owner at 1514

W. Baltimore St.

Several grocery stores were once on the 1400 block of West
Baltimore at the turn of the twentieth century. One prominent store
was the Knatz and Son Grocery, which operated for over 38 years at
1417 West Baltimore. The founder, Phili Knatz Sr., immigrated as
a young man from Germany in 1853. A few years later he opened his
grocery store at 1417 and eventually his sons joined him in running
the family business. After his death, his sons continued the business,
with his son Elmer handling the day to day transactions. The Atlantic
and Pacific Tea Company, commonly called The A&P, also had
a grocery store on the block at 1401 West Baltimore Street in the
early 1900s. A&P was the country’s largest commercial grocery
chain throughout most of the twentieth century. The Knoop brothers
owned a grocery store on the 1500 block.

Could a grocery store return to West Baltimore Street?
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1525-1527
W. Balumore Street:
The Three Germans

The Knoop brothers were three melancholy Germans who kept a
grocery-store at the northeast corner of Baltimore and Gilmor streets,
opposite Thiernau’s. It was a dirty place, and we never patronized
it, but my brother Charlie and I often lifted apples, sweet potatoes,
turnips, etc., from the baskets which stood outside. The Knoops made
money, invested it in the coal business, and died rich. In my boyhood
only one of them was married. When he died his widow married one
of his brothers. —-H.L. Menken, Happy Days, 1880-1892



R T P s
; ; s AT

T e 2
fir s e e e LI




Past

John Knoop builta “handsome store and dwelling” of three stories which was
made of pressed brick at the northeast corner of Gilmor and West Baltimore
Streets in the late 1800s. The oldest brother, John died in 1902 he left most
of his estate to his slightly younger brother George Knoop. The third brother,
Allmer Knoop was a “well known grocer” in West Baltimore and “beloved
husband” of Frieda Knoop. When Allmer died his brother George married his
widow. George and Frieda Knoop moved, along with many other successful
German Americans in West Baltimore to Baltimore County, where George died
of aheartattack in 1914.

Accordingto deed records in 1949 the U.S. seized the Knoop property on West
Baltimore Street as the “owners were residents of Germany and therefore they
were the nationals of a designated enemy country.” The post-World War II era
began a period of decline along Baltimore Street due to a host of trends, such
as the rise of the suburbs, white flight, car ownership, and road development.
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Have you ever walked past the tiny house which sits at 1504 West Baltimore
Street? The Malachi Mills House was built in 1843 and is one of the last
wood frame houses in West Baltimore. Malachi Mills (1802-1886) was an
African American carpenter, perhaps building his own home. Mills lived and
worked with his family in Southwest Baltimore during the 19th century. The
Malachi Mills House is a symbol of the long and important history of African
Americans on West Baltimore Street.



The future of the 15
Baltimore Street....

The Capitol Theater was built in 1921. The original
marquee was replaced in the late 1930s with a neon sign
that featured large images of the Capitol dome. In the
1964 the theater became vacant. In November 1968
the Baltimore Sun ran a story about the United Western
Front’s efforts to buy the theater and turn it into a
community center focused on recreation and job training.
Neyland Vaughn was the head of the UWF, “a militant
black organization™ serving several neighborhood groups
in the Southwest.

The UWF worked with a group of designers from
the University of Maryland School of Architecture to
re-envisioned the theater as a possible space for co-
operative businesses, recreation, and educational for the
neighborhood.

However, there were tensions between the UWF
and predominantly white groups coming into the
neighborhood. Vaughn explains:



00 block of West

-9

“We don't want planners
comin’ in here tellin' us what
we want. We know what we
want. Were planners too. We
want City Hall to help us with
our plans. We'll buy up the
houses and fix ‘em ourselves if
that’s what it takes. We don't
want conflict. We just want
to be left alone to run our
program.”




The community space never
happened for complicated
reasons. By 1973 the marquee
was removed and The Capital

was sold and converted into
a plastics factory and then a
warehouse. The building was
recently purchased by the
Southwest Partnership.




The Changing City: Advocates For Baltimore: <
: <span ...
The Sun (1837-1993); Nov 10, 1968; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Baltimore Sun
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The Changing City
Advocates For
Baltimore: United
Western Front

Volunteer Planners
And Architects Helping
Militant Group With Project

Bob Weod, VISTA valunteee, and Frank Jung and Neyland Vaugho, of
the Unitéd Western Front, on location on Weit Baltimora stréet.

By JAMES D. DILTS

1715 the nead, the main body. the
function of the United Western Front fo
‘multi-purpose building,” savs

neichbarhood croilps trepresenting some
400 peaple aliazelher).

Therr purpase 15 to turn the old, vae-
ant Capitol Theater in the 1500 hlock
of wezt Baltimore sirest into an enbirely
nesw kind of communiy center, Helping
them with their homeginn renewal pro-
gram 15 a predominanily white gToup of
volunteer planners 3nd architecis from
the University of Margland Schonl of
Architecture. Together, they represent a
&ood example of advocary

Wi Neyland Vai

n
boardedip Capitol Theater, he
apportumily for_providimg a number of
things.the neszhbarhoed larks.

Front 13
active 15 a large rectangle centered an
Frankin Square in the east and bar-
dered by Warwick avenue in the west.
Mulbery street and Ballimore sireet are
the morthern and southern baundaries
respectively.

e sechion has a mised white and
black papulation. 1t is pot a slum but it
could easily become one. A mumber of
the residents whn can are moving ont 1o
Tess congested areas. Those who remain,
many of them renters, have the usual
housing and rat control problems. Drug
addichon is high
Symbol Of Pride

Vaughn and the United Weslern Front
can't salve all these problems with a
venavated theaer, bu fhey can ive the
area a symbol of pride rather than
decline: a non-proft, commumity-owned
culture, recreation. jobdraming _and
cooperative center. The auditorium seats
600 the UWF would like to turn it into
ahall for meetings and concert

store fronts. some closed, some
used for storage, e the front of the
building. The UWF wanis to use the
store fronls for: a_cooperative food
slore, a shoe store that sells seconds. an
upholstering company and a print and
gaphics shop. Morenver, it has penple
fined up In run these ‘various enfer-
prises, On the second floor is more space
which could he used for offices, meetings
or recreation. The arclilecls envision
pulting a dome over (he roof of the
bulding and using it as a_floor f
roller-skating, basketball and leaching
the arts of seit.defense.

fact the whole program is edica
tianal. Those operaling Ihe stores learn
about running A business; the patrons
“and count.”

s to keep the mon

in the commnit

These grandinse plans starled in a
small enough way abont fen months aso
when the United Western Front came
iifo being. [ts genesis was a dispule
over a plaglot on neighboring Vincent
street. The existing playground consisted
of a typical backalley asphalt piol with
2 couple of basketball hoops: the com-
‘munity wanted something better.
Mayor Promised Action

«About 40 kids would end up shootin’
crap, drinkin’ wine and wailin’ the turn
to play basketball”" sald Vaughn who
had started to speak up al neighborhood
‘meetings on the subject. Last year, the
cliy had commilted ilself to making
some_improvements on the playground
and then reneged. Vaughn was chosen o'
speak for the communily at City Hall
‘which he did with several supporers.

e Mayor promised_action. Since

then, Vincent street has been closed (the

and shelter have been aded.

But Vaughn claims the city also obli-
gated itself o renovate an existing ware-
ouse or bulld @ new bullding for an
indone vecreation eanter and has done

The plan of the United Western Front for tre Lapitor
Theater, drawn up by University of Maryland architec-

neither. He has grown 50 skeptica of i
siatements of public officials that he has
taken to recording them. “I got his very
words (the Mayor's), {0 the effect that
we'd have the entire project” says
Vaughn. “We can't take no stock in no
statement from down there (City Hall).
From now on they get all the pressure,
fury and hell we can put on ‘em.”

Vaughn admits to being_somewhat
“outspoken” as he puts it. There is an
implied threat in what he says and yet
b area of West Balimore was relative-
Iy untonched by the April
part, he savs. to the acti ) the
Unied Western Front in coolng the
situation.
Other Trojects

Fremiraged by their partial suecess
with the Vinceni sireet playground, the
'WF took on olher projecis: a rat
cantrol program for the area, new vapor
lights for the sireels. Last July they
applied to the Urban Commission of the
Cathohie Archidioceze for funds. Their

o
s

n - Zoals. besides the mam ane of redevelop-

ing the Capilnl Theater where “in act as

2 hinfer in helning fo establish small
busiesses; to develop conps and credit
unions; to support.efforts of welfare
groups: fo move the iy {o action o
vacant, cily-owned houses; to_ improve
and initiate new channels of communica-
tions between the communily and ity
agencies: and to develop local leader-
ship.” The result was a $10,000 grant.

The Western Front had begun meeling
at Fcho House, a commun
West Balfimore and planners and archi-
tects from the University of Margland
sehool of architectire had begun drop-
ping in to help them draw up thei pian:
Jim Hickey, a VISTA volunieer who was
worl with the U'WF and Robert
Wood, annther VISTA. now a second
archilecture student at the Universil
Maryland, aided in decigning the Vin-
cent sireet playground and then turned
their energies o the Capitol Theater.

“The UWF prodiced a sond:slide film
with photographs. (aken by architects
and neighborhond people and a sound
track (put tngether by Vaughn and Bob
Wood) consisling of comments recorded
on the street and in shops superimpased
over music by the Temptations and
Smoky Robinson and the Miracles. It
s a down-home production.

“The pictures show chuldren plaing o
trashsirewn alleys and in back lots
among abandoned automobiles. Vaughn
i quoted to the effect that the communi-
ty is “lacking m soullul places.” The
barber next o the fhealer says, with
particular cogency, “We want {0 stop fhe
people from movin' out to Laberly
Heighls avenue. To do that, we got fo
have somethin’ for the people to stop
for.” The film has been shown effective:
Iy, with drawings and models prepared
by the architeclure students. to Urban
America, bankers and neighborhood
groups.

Asking Price For Theater

Negoliations for the theater have been
dragging on, The owner. H. Paul Rome
of Rome Theaters said he would Ike fo
el 860000 for the building (iU's solidly
built and air-conditioned) but would sell
it to a group like the UWF for $50.000.
The Uniled Weslern Front says he was
asking $10.000 but jacked the price up
when he found they had some foundation
supporl. ea's Model Cities

en the ar
community council decided that the thea-
ter was admirably suited for their pur-
pases, (S0 have 1w olher groups, one of
which wanis it {or a church, the other
for a skating rink.)
There followed a brief but intense
struggle which has now evidently been
ved in favor of the Uniled Western
Front. How? “By force,” says Vaughn
malter of factly. “The greater. the num-
bers, the greater your chances.”
‘Meanwhile, the UWF wanls lo use
some of ils $10,000 grant money to buy
and rehabllitate_seven slum houses on
ruce street, The interiors would be
renovaled by voeational high schoal stu-
dents and neighborhood residents in on-
thejob training programs in plumbing
and eleclrical work.
Vaughn himself I  former vocational
studeat from Myrgenthaler who bas bad

©

experience in on-fheoh training. Tun
years ago, working full time as an
electrician, he was injured in an indus-
trial accident; he was bum

volts of direct current, fortunately of low
amperage. Partially incapacitaled_and
casting about for something to do ater
the accident, he came up with the United
Western Front.

Street Leader
Vaughn exemplifics the tspe of strect
Teader tha adocale planniers can work
well with, for he undersiands tha commu-
iy and ean moblize its forens, For e
amiple, the awner af  Jacal marke? w
ravinz tranble with ks hanzing aveind
1S store, and was larting fo mps same
merchaniize. Vaughn 2o the hads or-
ganized and told the awner the TWF
wauld get them avt to the park fo play
football if he would put up same marey
o buy equipment, "It ton bad we zot
1o do_ business fhat way bwn .. " (The
awner has el to come up w1 the eniip-
ment but fhe kids are playinz football
anyway.) F turned ot a sub-
stantial vote for Parren Mitchell in_the
190 and 20ih wirds of fheir district in
fihey campaigned for Vi

the prim;

President Homphrey last week) and they

can muster 2 large group for 2 descent

on Cily Hall. In other words, they have
2r i the neighborhood.

The University of Maryland adsocate
who has been working most closely with
the UWF is Bob Wood from Buifalo. He
joined VISTA, was assigned to Tobey-
town, a small community in Montgom-
ery county where he helped sel up a
Selthelp housing program and where he
met Rick Eckstrom, an architect from
nearby Potomac. Mr. Eckstrom, who is
an associate professor of archilecture at
the Uniersils of Marsand. gt im in-
oo

ferested in the schy

1t had just started last fall when M,
Woad enrolled. Under the direction of
Dean John William Hill and with such
enlightened architects as Mr. Ecksicom

john Wiebenson (who desigred the
Adrame hut housing for_Resurcection
Cily) on the staff, the school is em-
barked on an ambitious program of
advocate work,

“A ot of things in the time we're in
say thal students ought to be involved in
the communily. Students all over_the

are saying that the university
ought to be involved in the community,
that it should be achvist as well as
academic,” says Dean verybody
recognizes he_problems. We have a
crisis situation in cities and communities
around the world. There’s no_formal
body of ideas to transmit to students
saying_here's how you solve he prob-
Tems of the cities. One way of learning
about something is to be involved—the
‘heuristic notion.
Students Meet Situations

“The center of an archilectural school
s the design sludio where students con-
front problems made up by professors
and describe architectural _solutions.
Most of the problems are absiract and
<ometimes they're fairly ridiculous. We'
like fo have_eercises in which the
sludents are brought into contact with
actual situations, and we'd ke the prob-

and buill by \
students (wilh community. help) stands
In Scotland and a couple of bus shellers
near Travilah, small towns hike Tobey-
fown in Monigomery county. These are
modest. siructures (o be sure but says
Dean Hill, “What the students get out of
ihis can't be measured by What they
build.” The learning process, both for the
advocates and their community clients,
is fully as important as the product.

There have been problems of course,
The OEO was supposed to start bus
service to Travilah (hence the possible
need for bus shelters) but the project fell

o the shellers are just
standing there.

‘Another_problem that will crop up
Increasingly in the future Is where adyo-
cacy slops rect action
gins. “We chose small communities,”
ays Dean Hill, “because they're rela.
ively free of politics. We steer clear of
advocucy problema whea advocacy be-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

ture studente, calls for tutning the structure (vacant
for four years) into a culture and cooperative center.

ome (“I draw

confrontation politics.
line,” says Bob Wood. “I'm  tech-

th
nician, not a community organizer.”)

An Affect On Systems

Other advocates disagree, Michael J.
Mazer, chief of the OEQ's housing
branch for its community action pro-
grams told James Brittun of the Ameri-
can Instite of Archilccts, “An advocacy
system s not in the firs: instance orient-
ed toward production, 1is purpose is not
to produce gonds for the poor—jobs,
honses, or what have you—but to affect
the zystems which produce those goods.”

Mr. Mazer's predecessor at OEO was
Richard Granat, mow ascistant direc-
tor for Raltimore’s Model Cities pro-
gram. Since June, Mr. Granat has been
meetinz wilh representatives of the local
planning and architectural professions
with the hape of selting up a community
design center on the order of those in
Philadelphia and San Francisco. The
cenler would screen projects and coordi-
nale advocate efforis.

The Baltimore Chapter of the ALA.
an organization that in the past has
seldom been accused of progressivism,
‘made a proposal to set up a center to the
chapter’s. executive committes, which
accepted it. Now the problem is money.
The center will be partly financed
through A.LA. chapter dues (the local

erament progeams. It evidently won't be
Model Cities.

“They came in about a monlh ago
with a proposal,” sald Mr. Granat, "It
wasn't too ambitious. It amounted to a
referral office with some money for a
secretary, elc. It doesn't address ilself to
the need and scope of whal's lo be
done.” M. Granat wanted a board for
the center made up of communily
pl. The architects waned one made up
of professionals. “We haven't {alked
since,

Two Groups Disagree

“1t got involved with all sorts of chap-
fer politics,” said M. Granat. *I think
they' should go ahead with their center
(e A.1.A. has already named a director
for it) bat it's not advocacy planning."

Actually, about fiteen younger mem-
bers of the local ALA. have for some
lime been acling as_advocates wilh
neighborhood groups like the United
Western Front. So the work goes on with
the advocales treading thelr way ginger-
y in the ghelto where suspicion of white
planners from _downt tense,
bout im.

what they see is public housing, express-
ways and urban renewal?” demands a

yotng advocate.
“We don't want planners comin’ fn
here tellin us what we want,” says
hn, “We know what we want, We're

. We want
us with our plans. We'll buy up the
houses and fix "em up ourselves if that's
what it takes, We don’t want conflict. We
just want to be left alone fo run our

But such fierce pride as that of
Vaughn and the United Western Front,
even when it's coupled with the aid of
committed and talented architectural ad-
vocates, Is insulficlent to enable an area
o lift ifself by its own bootstraps. They,
and other strong nelghborhood organiza~
tions with _constructive programs _for
community improvement, need economic
‘help. The question now Is whether soclety
s willing to provide it
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THOUGHTS ON

This area has a history, and it h
people here that believe in it and
is that this is a place that has be
definitely be in better ones. The
that are unfortunate that happen
happen in other places in the cc
world. That’s unfortunate, but

beauty of the place and its peopl

--Brooks Long



CHANGE

as a future. There are a lot of
see the long game of it. Which
>n in worse situations and will
re are things that happen here
in other places in the city, that
untry, and other places in the
it doesn’t take away from the
&



Many thanks to those we 1nt

Lisa Gee & Lonnie Coombs:
1514 W. Baltimore St.

Curtis Eaddy: (April 2) grew
works in the Southwest

Brooks Long: (April 9) local
Franklin Square

Cecil Clarke: (April 16) real
property owner on W. Baltim

Sarah Littlepage: (April 23)
established 1893, with her b



erviewed this semester:

(March 26) business owners,

~up in Poppleton and still

“musician who grew up in

estate developer, major

ore St.

‘tuns Littlepage’s furniture,
rother David






