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About Lavender
Every May since 2014, this annual celebration has

highlighted the wonderful achievements of UMBC’s LGBTQ+
graduating seniors, graduate students, and their allies. 

This ceremony serves as a time for all LGBTQ+ and ally
community members to be recognized and to reflect together. 

              We are so excited that you are able to join us this evening!



Lavender Graduate
Students



Shekinah Davis
Intercultural Communication , M.A.



J Inscoe
Language, Literacy and Culture, Ph.D.



Maya June
Non Profit Management, M.S.



Lavender 
Undergraduates



Katherine-Ann Carr
Mechanical Engineering, B.S., Music Minor



Carol Canales
Financial Economics, B.S., Political Sciences Minor



Autumn Cook
Chemistry, B.S. & Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies B.A.



Jason Ejimogu
Biochemistry, B.S.



Marzuq Hakim
Computer Science, B.S.



Hannah Jackson
Intercultural Communication with a concentration in Hispanic Studies, B.A., 

Teaching English as a Second Language Minor



Shameira Jenkins
Mathematics, B.A.



Carter King
Psychology, B.A., Industrial-Organizational Psychology Certificate



Veronica Soriano Lara
Social Work, B.A., Psychology Minor



Lola Malomo
Bachelor of Arts



Tasneem Mobarak
Psychology, B.A., Emergency Health Services Minor, 

Pre-Medical Track



Mariana Orellana
Modern Language and Linguistics-Spanish, B.A. , Latin American Studies Minor, 

Certificate in Intercultural Communications



Sadia Rahman
Information Systems, B.S.



Monica Ramos
Psychology, B.S.



Latesha Reid
Psychology, B.A.



Marian Singletary
Computer Engineering, B.S.



Piper Sweeney
Biology, B.S.



Cira Roxana Tapia
Global Studies, B.A., Multicultural Communication Minor



Majenta Thomas
Acting, B.F.A.



Edith Torres
English-Communication & Technology, B.A., History and Music Minors



Halle Welch
Chemical Engineering, B.S.



Award Categories



LGBTQ+ Advocate of the Year

2021 Recipient: Hans Motiram

This person consistently shows a dedication to serving LGBTQ+ people at 
UMBC and the greater LGBTQ+ community through their activism, 

research, and/or civic engagement. They recognize the challenges unique 
to LGBTQ+ people and seek to advocate for the LGBTQ+ communities 

facing these challenges through their service.



LGBTQ+ Student Leader of the Year

2021 Recipient: Lauren Roundtree

This student has made a lasting contribution to the UMBC community either 
through a student organization, a campus student employment position, 

assistantship, special project, or extracurricular activity. This may be in service to 
the LGBTQ+ community, to another community, or cause. This student is 

influential, inclusive, and has a strong social justice lens that promotes equity and 
community building. They embody the idea that service is ongoing and should be 

reflective of the needs of the community they serve.



LGBTQ+ Scholar of the Year

2021 Recipient: Autumn Cook

This student has shown strong academic performance during their career 
at UMBC either through their coursework, special projects, and/or 

research. Their work may be LGBTQ+-focused or not, and it stands out 
among our gifted and talented UMBC students. This student has 

demonstrated creativity, persistence, and/or grit despite 
sociopolitical or identity-based barriers.



LGBTQ+ Ally of the Year

2021 Recipient: Candace Martinez-Doane

This person has made a commitment to supporting LGBTQ+
individuals and/or initiatives on campus. They have worked to

support the LGBTQ+ community on campus in addition to their
academic, co-curricular, and/or job commitments.



Lavender Legacy Award

2021 Recipient: Vicki Sipe

This person has left a timeless impact on the UMBC LGBTQ+ community. 
They have gone above and beyond by demonstrating leadership in the 

LGBTQ+ community through demonstrating courage, compassion, 
partnership, and/or common courtesy. This person’s priceless contribution 

to UMBC’s LGBTQ+ community echoes the celebration of 
diversity our institution is known for.



2021 
LGBTQ+-Focused 
URCAD Presentations



Potential Effects of Gender 
Dysphoria on Pain Perceptions in 

Transgender Individuals: A Review
Skylar Diseati
Psychology

Voice Thread can be found at: https://urcad.umbc.edu/presenters-2021



Castles in the Air: 
Queer Childhood in 

Little Women and Little Men
Emma Jett

English

Voice Thread can be found at: https://urcad.umbc.edu/presenters-2021



LGBTQ+ Student 
Organizations 



LGBTQ Student Union (LSU)
& 

Queer People of Color (QPOC)



Alumni Connections



● Alumni Population – Post-graduation until 10 years 
post-graduation

● Represent more than one third of UMBC’s alumni 
population

● Events:
○ Wine Tasting and Silent Auction
○ Fundraising for different UMBC programs
○ UMBC Alumni Awards
○ UMBC Retriever Run

● Meetings: Monthly, Tuesday 6:30-8:00 PM
● E-mail:

○ Karndeep (ksingh5@umbc.edu)
○ Jessica Wyatt (jwy@umbc.edu)

● Instagram: @umbccya 
● Facebook: UMBC Chapter of Young Alumni

Chapter of Young Alumni (CYA)

mailto:ksingh5@umbc.edu
mailto:jwy@umbc.edu


Chapter of Black and Latine/x Alumni (CBLA)
CBLA is open to all UMBC alumni regardless of whether you identify as Black or 
Latine meaning: Anyone is welcome to join as a CBLA member as a Black, 
Caribbean, Africana, Latino/a/e/x, Hispanic, Chicano/a- identified and allies; so 
invite your other alumni friends!

Core Events
Annual Jazz Brunch
Black and Latine/x Graduation Celebration w/i3b

Philanthropic 
Second Generation Scholarship
Esperanza Scholarship

Meetings: Monthly, Thursdays 5:30-7:00 PM
E-mail:
Lois Mensah (lois@3pillars.co)
Sara Lerma Jones (slj@umbc.edu)
Instagram: @umbccbla
Facebook: UMBC Chapter of Black and Latino Alumni
LinkedIn: UMBC Chapter of Black and Latino Alumni

alumni.umbc.edu/cbla
cbla@umbc.edu

President: Lois Mensah ‘15
Vice President: Jamillah Jackson ‘95
Financial Secretary: Carlos Turcios ‘15, ‘17 
M.A.
Recording Secretary: Jeremiah Sawyer ‘14, 
‘18 M.A.
Staff Liaison: Sara Lerma Jones

mailto:lois@3pillars.co
mailto:slj@umbc.edu
mailto:cbla@umbc.edu


Thank you!
Questions about Lavender Celebration? 
Email us at i3b@umbc.edu


