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About Lavender

Every May since 2014, this annual celebration has
highlighted the wonderful achievements of UMBC’s LGBTQ+
graduating seniors, graduate students, and their allies.

This ceremony serves as a time for all LGBTQ+ and ally
community members to be recognized and to reflect together.
We are so excited that you are able to join us this evening!
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Stekinab Davis b"-

Intercultural Communication , M.A.
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Language, Literacy and Culture, Ph.D.
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Language, Literacy, & Culture Ph.D.

“[Graduating as a person with my held identiies is]
bittersweet. [I am] glad to be done, but thoughtful of
other trans folk who didn't make it this far.
[Special thanks to] my advisors, Christine Mallinson
and Jason Loviglio.”
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Maya June

Non Profit Management, M.S.
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Lavender
Undergraduates
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Katherine-Ann Carr ¢

Mechanical Engineering, B.S., Music Minor
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Mechanical Engineering B.S.
Minor in Music

“It means a lot to be graduating in general, but it means
even more to me to consider how there are so few people

like me in STEM. At times, it's intimidating, but | know
2\ that | wouldn't change my decision for anything else.”
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Financial Economics B.S.
Minor in Polifical Science

“I believe that recognizing my identifies are going to help
me feel more loved by myself and my community. | am a
very spiritual person as well but | know these can coexist.
Bri Gumbs is a great mentor and supervisor. She helped me
hecome a better employee and someone who knows their
worth. | can not thank her enough!”




Chemistry, B.S. & Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies B.A.
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Chemistry B.S., GWSTB.A.
Honors College

“Being openly queer and trans has given me incredible opportunity to
etwork and connect deeply with my peers and the confent that | am studying.

Being open is important fo me because | didn't have anyone to look up to when
1 was going through it, and | want to be that person that people can look o and

see that it is possible to make it. Amelia from the Women's Center is probably the
reason why I'm still doing so well in school. They are always supportive, never
afraid to tell me what | need to hear even if it is painful, and never stops
supporting me. Dr. V, Dr. Bennett, Dr. Gierasch within the Chemistry
department were always on my side and fighting firelessly for me.”

. @

3




Biochemistry, B.S.
Division of Student Affairs Division of Student Affairs
INITIATIVES FOR IDENTITY, ‘ e cisprarct | INITIATIVES FOR IDENTITY, l it ol
UMBC  INCLUSION & BELONGING Alumni UMBC  INCLUSION & BELONGING Alumni

Biochemistry B.S.

“[Graduating as a person with my held identities]
means that | have overcome adversity and have been
able to grow myself as a Black individual. | am
determined to keep overcoming obstacles. | would like
to thank my mentor Dr. Janae Brown and the Meyerhoff
Scholars Program staff.”
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Computer Science B.S.

“As a Desi American and LGBTQ+ individual, it has often been difficult
for me fo reconcile my identities, but | have learned more and more of
how recognizing the intersection of our identities and the unique
challenges that brings is the first step in being able to take action to face
them. Graduating has been an immense challenge to overcome, and |
hope that in doing so, I can work to inspire and help others overcome
their own barriers. | would like to thank Dr. Tamara Bhalla for being
an amazing mentor to me. She helped me build a stronger sense
of identity and purpose than | ever had before with her kindness
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:; Intercultural Communication with a concentration in Hispanic Studies, B.A.,
3 Teaching English as a Second Language Minor

Division of Student Affairs The Chapter of Division of Student Affairs The Chapt £
INITIATIVES FOR IDENTITY, Black and Latino INITIATIVES FOR IDENTITY, Black and Latino
UMBC INCLUSION & BELONGING Alumni UMBC INCLUSION & BELONGING Alumni

Intercultural Communication (Hispanic Studies) M.A.
Teaching English as a Second Language

“My Peruvian heritage is what inspired me to study Spanish which opened
the door for me to study so much more! I'm incredibly proud of myself for
this accomplishment as only 4% of Latinas in the US hold master degrees.

1 have worked so hard to finish school while working full time/over time like
many other students with marginalized identities. | want to thank Tania
Lizarazo and Milvia Hernandez who both had me in so many of their
classes and taught me so much about my Latinx heritage. Having
professors that shared my identity was invaluable and they are both
wonderful examples! | also want to thank my sister, Rachel, for going
back to undergrad while working full fime and inspiring me
1o do the same, we are both now finishing our masters.”
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Shameira Jenking

Mathematics, B.A.
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Social Work, B.A., Psychology Minor
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Social Work B.A.
Minor in Psychology

“[Graduating as a person with my held identities] feels
surreal! | have always dreamed of graduating University, and
while it wasn't the easiest journey to get fo this point in my
life, I am so proud of myself for reaching this milestone.
I would like to recognize ACES Coordinator/ACES Coach
Jessica Diaz. | would not be here without the
support that ACES has given me.”
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Bachelor of Arts
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Psychology, B.A., Emergency Health Services Minor,
Pre-Medical Track
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Psychology B.A.
Emergency Health Services, Pre Med Track

“I am so blessed to be able to graduate as a black Muslim
woman. | will be the first among my siblings fo pursue
medicine and | am so excited fo continue on this pathway to
showing the world how amazing we are os Black individuals.
[Thanks to] Tammy Henderson and Kate Dabrinski. These
professors were nothing less than great to me during my
time af UMBC. Thank you for helping me further my career.”
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Modern Language and Linguistics-Spanish, B.A. , Latin American Studies Minor,
Certificate in Intercultural Communications
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Alumni
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Modern Lnnuuge and Linguisics - Spanish B.A.
Minor in Latin American Studies
Intercultural Communications Certificate

“Being a first generation college graduate and fully embracing not only
my culture, but my identity mean the world. It makes me feel so proud of
myself and | can only hope that others similar to me are able to brag
about their successes like | can. | want to thank my parents, Brenda and
Luis for their endless love and support. | want to thank Mr. Mark for
being the stepping stone | needed to even begin the process of
applying to colleges. Lastly, | want fo thank Ana Maria Schwartz,
Tania Lizarazo and Thania Mufioz for all their career and identity
advising and lessons, | would not be as proud as | am
today without them.”
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Sadia Rabman

Information Systems, B.S.
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Information Systems B.S.

“Graduating is a big feat for me. As someone who struggled
so much with mental illness, two years ago | didn’t think I'd
be alive right now let alone graduate. But with the strength
of my communities, peers, mentors and most importantly,
my own will, I'm here. I'm done. And I have accomplished.
[Thanks to] Dr. Kate Drabinski.”
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Psychology, B.S. *
Division of Student Affairs Division of Student Affairs &
INITIATIVES FOR IDENTITY, ‘ e Chaprsect INITIATIVES FOR IDENTITY, ‘ Himt i
UMBC  INCLUSION & BELONGING Alumni UMBC  INCLUSION & BELONGING Alumni

. @

Psychology B.S.

“My graduation means a lot not only to me, but to my
family also. My parent were both immigrants to this
country and it makes me proud of myself because | know
that their sacrifices of coming to this country and trying fo
give me the hest life possible, wasn't for nothing. I think
my parents are the people have had the biggest impact in
my college career. They pushed me to be the best that |
can be and | feel that my college experience has
allowed me to grow as a person.”




Latesha Rei

Psychology, B.A.

Division of Student Affairs Thia Chaptar of Division of Student Affairs The Chapter of
N AVES EOR IDSAITY The Chapterof | INITIATIVES FOR IDENTITY, Black and Latino
UMBC  INCLUSION & BELONGING Alumni UMBE | INCLUSION&BELONGING S

Psychology B.A.

“I am me, unapologetically! | will stand up and
stand proud in all things that help identify me. |
made it, thank you UMBC for acknowledging me! My
friends and family have been my support system since
day one! Without them | would not be here today!
All love!! It is never too late fo graduate!”
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Marian Singletary

Computer Engineering, B.S.
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Biology, B.S.
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Biology B.S.

“Graduating as the Social & Membership Director for the LSU
and as a Queer woman in STEM has been such an honor. Being

a part of the LSU have helped me accept who | am and has made
me life long friends. As excited as | am to graduate | will miss
everyone dearly. | would like to thank my Montgomery College
Microbiology professor Dr. Med Birney for being such a strong
female STEM role model and for pushing me to pursue my
dreams! | would also like to thank my parents and
brother for their unconditional love and support!”
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Global Studies, B.A., Multicultural Communication Minor
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Global Studies B.A.
Multicultural Communication

“I am very happy and proud 1o be a Latina and complete my Bachelor's
degree, It is very important for me fo complete a goal that | set for
myself and | fulfilled it. [I would like to thank] Jess Myers. Despite the
circumstances that | had o live for my health and my family, | managed

1o overcome all the obstacles to reach this moment of my graduation
from UMBC. The willpower, perseverance, and confidence in me, and
the unconditional support that | found among the counselors, make
me the most happy and grateful person to God for this blessing
that | am receiving, on my graduation day.”




Acting, B.F.A.
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Adting B.FA

“As a Black person, it's so important to have an education. I think I'm
the third person in my family to graduate from college. That's such an
honor to have and to hold. As well as a gay person, for a long time, it

was socially unacceptable o be gay. | know now that I can go out and be

proud of my accomplishments and proud of who | am. Eve Muson within
the Theatre Dept. truly helieved in me when it was hard for me to believe
in myself. She has always been such a supportive figure to me and has
helped my acting incredibly. I've learned so much from her and she
has given me the tools to really feel comfortable pursuing
professional acfing.”
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English-Communication & Technology B.A.
Minors in History and Music

“[Graduating as a person with my held identities] means | am living proof
of someone who can be both strong and intelligent. My resilience was tested
to its limits, and | still couldn’t give up, no matter how many times | swore |
would. I'm incredibly grateful for my family, whom I may not always see eye to
eye with, but are always there to make sure | finish what | start. 1'd also love to
recognize any/all of my track coaches, for teaching me self-awareness. Lastly,
anyone who's been my friend, or taught me any nugget of golden
information before or during my college career. The journey I've had with
my mentally ill brain ever since Sophomore year has made me more
and more accepting of my own identities as a Queer & Latine individua
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Chemical Engineering, B.S.
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Chemical Engineering B.S.

“There have been many times where | have felt isolated
in engineering because | don't see many people who have
the same experiences as me, especially outside of UMBC.
To me this highlights the friendships | have made and
how we have formed solidarity with one another.”
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LGBTQ+ Aduscate of the Year

2021 Recipient: Hans Motiram
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This person consistently shows a dedication to serving LGBTQ+ people at
UMBC and the greater LGBTQ+ community through their activism,
research, and/or civic engagement. They recognize the challenges unique
to LGBTQ+ people and seek to advocate for the LGBTQ+ communities &
facing these challenges through their service. %
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2021 Recipient: Lauren Roundtree

LCBTQ+ Student Leader of the Year é
-

This student has made a lasting contribution to the UMBC community either
through a student organization, a campus student employment position, &

assistantship, special project, or extracurricular activity. This may be in service to
the LGBTQ+ community, to another community, or cause. This student is e

community building. They embody the idea that service is ongoing and should be

2 influential, inclusive, and has a strong social justice lens that promotes equity and
reflective of the needs of the community they serve.
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LGBTQ+ Scholur of the Year é
2021 Recipient: Autumn Cook :

This student has shown strong academic performance during their career

at UMBC either through their coursework, special projects, and/or &
| research. Their work may be LGBTQ+-focused or not, and it stands out
"; among our gifted and talented UMBC students. This student has b
7 demonstrated creativity, persistence, and/or grit despite %
sociopolitical or identity-based barriers.
2
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2021 Recipient: Candace Martinez-Doane

N

LGBTQ+ Ally of the Year %
%

This person has made a commitment to supporting LGBTQ+
individuals and/or initiatives on campus. They have worked to &

!

support the LGBTQ+ community on campus in addition to their
academic, co-curricular, and/or job commitments.
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Lavender Legacy Award é
2021 Recipient: Vicki Sipe :

This person has left a timeless impact on the UMBC LGBTQ+ community.
They have gone above and beyond by demonstrating leadership in the #

' LGBTQ+ community through demonstrating courage, compassion, .
2 partnership, and/or common courtesy. This person’s priceless contribution P
) to UMBC’s LGBTQ+ community echoes the celebration of
diversity our institution is known for.
5
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2021
LGBTQ+-Focused
URCAD Presentations
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; Pstential Effects of Gendenr %
i Dysphoria on Fain FPerceptions in
Thansgender Individuals: A Revieur ?

3 Skylar Diseati
7 Psychology

., Voice Thread can be found at: https://urcad.umbc.edu/presenters-2021
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Little Wemen and Little Men  *

R Emma Jett
’7 English
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Voice Thread can be found at: https://urcad.umbc.edu/presenters-2021
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LGBTQ+ Student
Organizations
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e Alumni Population — Post-graduation until 10 years

? post-graduation
® Represent more than one third of UMBC'’s alumni
population
e FEvents:
o  Wine Tasting and Silent Auction
o Fundraising for different UMBC programs
o UMBC Alumni Awards
o UMBC Retriever Run
e Meetings: Monthly, Tuesday 6:30-8:00 PM

Karndeep Singh
President

Alida Hartwell
Membership & Communications

|
Y =f } Kevin Johnson
| Past President

, o E-mail:
? o Karndeep (ksingh5@umbc.edu)
o Jessica Wyatt (jwy@umbc.edu)

e Instagram: @umbccya
Facebook UMBC Chapter of Young Alumm

RN N



mailto:ksingh5@umbc.edu
mailto:jwy@umbc.edu

E

CBLA is open to all UMBC alumni regardless of whether you identify as Black or .
:7 Latine meaning: Anyone is welcome to join as a CBLA member as a Black, alumni.umbc.edu/cbla

Caribbean, Africana, Latino/a/e/x, Hispanic, Chicano/a- identified and allies; so cbla@umbc.edu
invite your other alumni friends!

President: Lois Mensah ‘15

Core Events Vice President: Jamillah Jackson 95
Annual Jazz Brunch Financial Secretary: Carlos Turcios ‘15, 17
Black and Latine/x Graduation Celebration w/i3b M.A.

Recording Secretary: Jeremiah Sawyer ‘14,
Philanthropic 18 MA: W
Second Generation Scholarship Staff Liaison: Sara Lerma Jones ﬁ

Esperanza Scholarship

Meetings: Monthly, Thursdays 5:30-7:00 PM
s E-mail:
7 Lois Mensah (lois@3pillars.co)

Sara Lerma Jones (slj@umbc.edu)

Instagram: @umbccbla

Facebook: UMBC Chapter of Black and Latino Alumni
. LinkedIn: UMBC Chapter of Black and Latino Alumni
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Thank you!

Questions about Lavender Celebration?
Email us at i3b@umbc.edu
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