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Welcome from the Director

Dear Public Policy community,

Welcome to the Spring 2021 newsletter, and
the end of the Spring 2021 semester. As
COVID-19 vaccines are distributed and the
world starts to resume some sense of
normalcy once again, we look forward to
safely resuming an on-campus presence in
the Fall. Yet we recognize that UMBC will
never completely go back to the way it was
before the pandemic. At the School of Public
Policy, we will continue to be flexible and
open to new teaching and learning
approaches, and we look forward to offering
our top-tier courses and events with

Dr. Nancy A. Miller

accessibility and inclusivity in mind. UP FirSt

This semester, our students, faculty, and o . o

alumni have accomplished a lot. These Congratulations** to our
accomplishments are evident not only in Spring 2021 graduates!
publications, promotions, research, and Chase Bailey, M.P.P.

coursework, but in the U.S. News ranking
UMBC's School of Public Policy in the list of
Best Public Affairs graduate programs.

Poulomi Banerjee, M.P.P.
Justin Lane, M.P.P.
Meghan Lynch, M.P.P.

As we celebrate the successes of our May Peter Morrison, M.P.P.
2021 graduates, and our community Andrea Salizzoni, M.P.P.
members, we have never been prouder to Tori Simmons, M.P.P.
be part of the School of Public Policy at

Ryan Wilkens, M.P.P.
Kathy Guggino, Ph.D.
Nancy A. Mitler, Ph.O Jim Kruger, Ph.D.
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Student Highlights

Graduating M.P.P. (and soon-to-be Ph.D.) student
Poulomi Banerjee represented UMBC at the
NASPAA-Batten Student Simulation Competition
in February. She and her team acted as the fake
country of Malldaff and made policy decisions to
fight a global pandemic crisis mirroring
COVID-19.

Poulomi Banerjee (top right) and her simulation
teammates.

M.P.P. student Meghan Lynch, Vice
President of the Graduate Student
Association, was interviewed on WYPR's
On the Record in January where she
discussed voting and what the
inauguration of President Biden means
to college and graduate students. She
was also featured on the first episode of
the Center for Democracy and Civic
Life's new podcast, Retriever Tales,
where she shared what she has learned
as a UMBC student about building
collective power.

Meghan Lynch
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In January, we were fortunate to be able to select
two more students as DiPentima Fellows. The
Renato DiPentima Fellowship supports Public
Policy doctoral student success at UMBC through
grants to fund educational expenses. One of our
fellows, Adebola Daramola, will discuss his
research and UMBC journey at the Public Policy
External Advisory Board meeting in early May.
Learn more about Public Policy Fellowships here.

/

TALES

— stories from our community —



https://nbsims.org/competitions/pandemic-2-0/
https://publicpolicy.umbc.edu/financial-aid/public-policy-student-fellowships/
https://www.wypr.org/show/on-the-record/2021-01-20/inauguration-day-2021
https://civiclife.umbc.edu/retrievertales/
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Faculty Highlights

Professors Yuskuke Kuwayama, Mir Usman Ali,
and Fernando Tormos-Aponte have received
UMBC Summer Research Faculty Fellowships
(SURFFs.) Dr. Kuwayama's research will focus on
water pollution control costs. Dr. Ali's research
will focus on citizen oversight organizations for
police accountability. Dr. Tormos-Aponte's
research will focus on the 2019 summer protest
cycle in Puerto Rico. In March, Drs. Kuwayama
and Tormos-Aponte participated in CAHSS
Spring Faculty Microtalks, which give members
of the College an opportunity to meet recently-
hired tenure-track faculty and learn about their
research. Dr. Ali participated in the Fall 2020
round of Microtalks.

Professor Mir Usman Ali was featured in two
Indy Star articles this spring - one in which he
weighed in on the Indiana state legislature
considering a transfer of oversight of the
Indianapolis police department to the state, and
another in which he discussed civilian
membership on the police oversight board in
Indianapolis.

Professor Zoé McLaren was interviewed for a
piece by Bloomberg where she discussed a
recent study about vaccines disrupting
COVID-19 transmission. She also wrote an article
for FiveThirtyEight discussing why rolling out the
COVID-19 vaccine based on specific eligibility
requirements makes sense. In late April, she
authored two op-eds in Wired and The New York
Times about the vaccines and the social
freedoms it allows.

Professor Susan Sterett spoke at the UMBC
event "Balancing Inclusion and Free Speech" in
January, where she discussed the challenges of
balancing our shared commitments to free
speech and equity and inclusion. In April, she
spoke about her research on natural disasters
and climate change at an Earth Week event
hosted by UMBC's new chapter of the Sunrise
Movement.
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Professor John Rennie Short and alumna Dr.
Lina Martinez (Ph.D. '12) published the article

"The Pandemic City: Urban Issues in the Time of
COVID-19" in the journal Sustainability.

In the article, Drs. Short and Martinez explore the
impact of the pandemic on four areas of urban
structure and planning: transformations in the
configuration of public spaces, transportation,
urban connectivities, and urban economies. Dr.
Short also wrote an article for The Conversation
about why some cities will survive, and even
thrive, the COVID-19 pandemic. In January, he
was featured on the podcast Emergency on
Planet Sport discussing how the climate
emergency should impact how we plan for the
Olympic Games. Finally, in his newest article for
the journal Frontiers in Sustainable Cities, he
explores three intersecting issues of cities: social
difference, sustainability, and social inclusion.


https://www.indystar.com/story/news/local/indianapolis/2021/01/11/indianapolis-police-how-proposed-state-oversight-impd-would-work/6563088002/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/local/indianapolis/2021/02/01/indianapolis-police-new-civilian-board-raises-questions/4244257001/?fbclid=IwAR2qjlvtLR_PSk2xMQweCEe2M8Li8zQIwBSFTGGhxm3ydauHF_MuPmDT--c
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/6/3295
https://theconversation.com/why-covid-19-wont-kill-cities-144342?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=bylinetwitterbutton
https://emergency-on-planet-sport.simplecast.com/episodes/episode-7-the-olympic-sized-question
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/frsc.2021.684572/full?&utm_source=Email_to_authors_&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=T1_11.5e1_author&utm_campaign=Email_publication&field=&journalName=Frontiers_in_Sustainable_Cities&id=684572
https://www.mobilize.us/greenteamumbc/event/383344/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-21/pfizer-biontech-shot-stops-covid-s-spread-israeli-study-shows?sref=fnwLs0dR
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/how-do-we-get-back-to-normal-fastest-prioritize-access-to-the-vaccine/
https://www.wired.com/story/fda-decision-pause-jandj-could-help-defeat-covid/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/16/opinion/covid-vaccine-friends.html
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Professor Fernando Tormos-Aponte

coauthored the chapter "Intersectional Synthesis:

A Case Study of the Colectiva Feminista en
Construccion” in the recently published book
Latinas and the Politics of Urban Spaces. This
spring, Dr. Tormos-Aponte also published an
article in Political Science and Politics on
diversifying the Political Science field, and a blog
for the Union of Concerned Scientists about why
science advocates must build an inclusive
movement that addresses the intersectionality
between climate change and structural racism. In
April, he participated in the panel event
"Capitalist Crisis, White Nationalism, and Left
Social Movements in the US, Mexico, Central
America and Puerto Rico" hosted by the Latino
and Latin American Studies Research Center of
UC-Riverside. Following the insurrection at the
US Capitol on January 6, he wrote a piece for
"The Monkey Cage" blog in the Washington
Post about why it is inaccurate to call the event
"Third World," and how this violence has a
history in the US.

Professor Emeritus George La Noue published
commentary in the Federalist Society Review
where he examined the issue of discrimination
and disparity in public entities awarding
contacts, and litigation around race, ethnicity,
and gender- based contracting programs. He
also participated in a webinar at the University of
North Carolina, sponsored by the John Locke
Foundation, where he discussed his report on
public policy debates on North Carolina college
campuses.
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Professor Emeritus Tim Brennan published an
article in The Regulatory Review about how
regulatory policy can help those harmed by net-
benefit regulations. He also wrote antitrust
articles, one discussing mergers between buyers
and suppliers in the Journal of Competition Law
and Economics, and another framing a case
against Google in the international antitrust
journal Concurrences. He also authored a piece
for The Milken Institute Review on monopolies,
and a report for Resources for the Future, where
Dr. Brennan is a Senior Fellow, about customer-
side energy management in the electricity sector.
In December 2020, he presented a paper on
diversification by mail services at a virtual
international postal economics conference
sponsored by the Florence School of Regulation;
where he will be a co-editor of the conference
proceedings.


https://www.theregreview.org/2021/02/01/brennan-recognizing-losers-benefit-cost-analysis/?fbclid=IwAR3LcMaiyvf1jp2UPmhCjgEqtLYdJO8DPoKPv0-o8RKJ2rQZqLOZdFRQExw
https://www.theregreview.org/2021/02/01/brennan-recognizing-losers-benefit-cost-analysis/?fbclid=IwAR3LcMaiyvf1jp2UPmhCjgEqtLYdJO8DPoKPv0-o8RKJ2rQZqLOZdFRQExw
https://www.concurrences.com/en/review/issues/no-2-2020/law-economics/constructing-a-conventional-antitrust-case-against-google-93864-en
https://www.milkenreview.org/articles/big-tech-as-an-unnatural-monopoly
https://www.rff.org/publications/working-papers/customer-side-energy-management-what-role-should-utilities-play/
https://fedsoc.org/commentary/publications/public-contracting-litigation-after-croson-data-disparities-discrimination
https://www.routledge.com/Latinas-and-the-Politics-of-Urban-Spaces/A-Navarro-Saldana/p/book/9780367432058?fbclid=IwAR3KHTzpfHoCo3ir9mg11gEXcJQ-XbK9f0W6twijOXUy9KYysm0CUjPzIuc
https://politicalsciencenow.com/an-organizing-approach-to-diversifying-political-science/
https://blog.ucsusa.org/fernando-tormos-aponte/we-must-urgently-build-an-inclusive-science-advocacy-movement
https://llsrc.ucr.edu/
https://llsrc.ucr.edu/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/01/16/why-its-so-misleading-call-capitol-violence-third-world/?fbclid=IwAR1NYmiColjlCQOJMsDQ_u7ENhPxlO-f0Xhfxm_NrX9nE0CBqKdxhhn4mfc
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Alison Knowles (M.P.P. '20) was selected as a
Legislative Fellow with the State of Maryland
Department of Legislative Services with the
Education Workgroup during the 2021 term.

Dr. Bernadette Hanlon (Ph.D. '07) was
appointed Editor of the Journal of Urban Affairs.
When her term officially starts July 1, 2021, she
will be the sixth editor of the 42 year-old journal.

Dr. Nathaniel
Jones, Il (Ph.D.
'02) was appointed
President of the
College of Alameda
in Alameda,
California. Dr. Jones
previously served as
Vice President at
Moreno Valley
College in Riverside
County, CA.

Dr. Nathaniel Jones, il

UMBC President Freeman Hrabowski and
Maryland House Speaker Adrienne Jones joined
Baltimore County Executive and Public Policy
alumnus Dr. John “Johnny O" Olszewski (Ph.D.
'17) as part of a Black History Month
Conversation Series.

Dr. Daryl Dutrow (Ph.D. '20) presented his
dissertation"The Impact of Title IV-E Waivers on
the Number of Children in Foster Care from 2012
to 2016"at the APPAM research conference in
November 2020.

Dr. Elyse R. Grossman (M.P.P. '08, Ph.D. '14)
coauthored an article with Psychology's Dr.
Susan Sonnenschein in December 2020 about
adult alcohol consumption in the US during
COVID-19. In April, Dr. Grossman and article
were featured in The New York Times Magazine.

May 2021

The 2022 U.S. News Best Graduate School
Rankings names several UMBC programs
including public affairs as among the best in
the nation. In an article by UMBC, multiple
Public Policy alumni are highlighted,
demonstrating the breadth of the Public Policy
degree. Alumni highlighted include:

- Rear Admiral Sylvia Trent-Adams (Ph.D. '06)
former Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Health for the United States and now Chief
Strategy Officer for the University of North Texas.
- Dr. Nathaniel Jones, lll (Ph.D. '02) President
of the College of Alameda

- Dr. John A. Olszewski Jr. (Ph.D. '17) Baltimore
County executive

- Dr. Deborah Trautman (Ph.D. '04) CEO of the
American Association of Colleges of Nursing

- Qubilah Huddleston (M.P.P. '17) education
policy analyst at the DC Policy Fiscal Institute

- Steve Sharkey (M.P.P. '06) Director of the
Baltimore City Department of Transportation

Rear Admiral Sylvia Trent-Adams

Daniel Knopp (M.P.P. '17) wrote his masters
thesis on Baltimore police and body cameras. He
now works for the Data Driven Strategies Bureau
of the Baltimore Police Department
implementing metrics to increase police
accountability and community engagement.


https://web.peralta.edu/blog/dr-rudy-besikof-appointed-president-of-laney-college-and-dr-nathaniel-jones-iii-appointed-president-of-college-of-alameda/
https://web.peralta.edu/blog/dr-rudy-besikof-appointed-president-of-laney-college-and-dr-nathaniel-jones-iii-appointed-president-of-college-of-alameda/
https://knowlton.osu.edu/news/2021/03/dr.-bernadette-hanlon-appointed-new-editor-journal-urban-affairs
http://www.nottinghammd.com/2021/02/02/olszewski-announces-black-history-month-conversation-series/?fbclid=IwAR37ZPzGiNq0_WY_vlqLrtpEvz-EbiwOofAFRQc3800FvnEC3StDorExgKg
http://www.nottinghammd.com/2021/02/02/olszewski-announces-black-history-month-conversation-series/?fbclid=IwAR37ZPzGiNq0_WY_vlqLrtpEvz-EbiwOofAFRQc3800FvnEC3StDorExgKg
https://www.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-public-affairs-schools/university-of-maryland-baltimore-county-163268
https://news.umbc.edu/umbc-celebrates-u-s-news-best-grad-school-rankings-in-engineering-public-affairs/
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/17/24/9189
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/21/magazine/covid-drinking-alcohol-health.html
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Keep in touch

We want to hear from you!

Do you have an achievement or event you would like to
share with UMBC public policy community?

Send highlights and news to Myriam Ralston
(myriam@umbc.edu) to keep in touch and be featured in an
upcoming newsletter.

Public Policy, UMBC
LinkedIn Group

@UMBCPubPolicy

facebook.com/UMBCPublicPolicy

School of Public Policy at UMBC
Public Policy Building, 4th Floor
1000 Hilltop Circle
Baltimore, MD 21250
gradpubpol@umbc.edu
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https://www.facebook.com/UMBCPublicPolicy
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4848032/
https://twitter.com/UMBCPubPolicy
mailto:gradpubpol@umbc.edu
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